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BACKGROUND
Safe Harbor Energy is a proposed Deepwater Port to support the transfer, regasifi ca-
tion, and send out of liquefi ed natural gas.  Located in New York Bight, the project 
is proposed to consist of a constructed island; LNG receiving, storage, and regasifi -
cation facilities; and a subsea pipeline. Normandeau was responsible for addressing 
issues related to marine resources for the preparation of the application to the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the United States Maritime Administration (MARAD).

THE CHALLENGE
In order to develop the port Safe Har-
bor needed to satisfy the requirements 
of the U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD 
for information regarding impacts to 
marine resources and operational is-
sues.  The port design requires the 
creation of a new island which raises 
concerns related to long-term habitat 
loss and the loss of commercial and 
recreational fi shing areas. The envi-
ronmental information required to address these regulatory requirements were pro-
vided through the available literature and from the collection of site-specifi c habitat 
data in the New York Bight. Primary issues included loss of benthic habitat and 
associated resources; loss of fi sheries habitat; loss of shellfi sh resources in the project 
footprint; loss of access to areas around the project to fi shermen and the effects of 
displacement of this fi shing effort on nearby resources; entrainment impacts on 
early lifestages of fi sh; and effects on marine mammals and sea turtles.

THE SOLUTION
Normandeau designed and conducted several surveys to characterize the benthic 
resources in the project area, including benthic grab sampling, shellfi sh sampling 
using a commercial dredger, and a video survey of the seafl oor.  Fisheries issues were 
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mandeau is considered one of the nation’s foremost companies in the fi eld. Our deep and broad background as both environmental and 
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addressed using existing data from several programs conducted by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service.  These data were used to support a detailed Essential Fish 
Habitat assessment and to conduct Equivalent Adult modeling to address the ef-
fects of entrainment on key fi sh species. 

Normandeau characterized the existing resources using a combination of available 
data and project-specifi c surveys and analyzed impacts associated with construc-
tion and operation of the port as part of an Environmental Report submitted in 
application to the Maritime Administration and the U.S. Coast Guard under the 
Deepwater Port Act.  Normandeau provided further support to the project during 
the preparation of the EIS (prepared by a third party under the direction of the 
U.S. Coast Guard), public meetings, meetings with resource and regulatory agen-
cies, and the permitting process.  Normandeau designed and is implementing fi eld 
surveys to monitor the impacts to ichthyoplankton resources and water quality.


